
Fresh opportunities or stale politics? 
 

Just when citizen input could do some good,  
a great many Americans have grown tired of all  

the political drama in Washington, DC.  For indeed,  
there are a remarkable number of new opportunities   

for peacemaking and justice seeking.  We need  
to be encouraging our elected officials to:  

 

Support international efforts to end the fighting  
in Syria and to provide humanitarian help for civilians  

impacted by this war—especially refugees. 
 

 Find ways to address the role of Syria's worst  
drought in 70 years in aggravating the humanitarian 
impact of the war; these problems aren't separate. 

 
Pursue new openings for diplomacy with Iran. 

 

Pass a U.S. budget with significant and long-  
overdue cuts in defense spending. 

 

Push through sensible gun control legislation in  
the wake of the horrific Navy Yard mass shooting. 

 
Now is the time to encourage our friends and 

congregation members to join us in advocating 
for movement on whichever of these issues  

they feel strongly about . . . 
 

Moreover, we can clarify our task  
if we connect these concerns to what  
dominates political talk these days: 

 
Our voice is also needed urging Congress to act  

soon to avoid a government shutdown or default,  
and not make cuts to crucial programs, especially for  

the most vulnerable. As the Oct. 1 deadline approaches,  
careful reflection on America’s needs can be undercut by  
last minute – and often back-room – negotiations.  The  
House voted to defund Obamacare without such open 

discussion. And it has voted for a $40 billion cut to 
SNAP (food stamps), one of the most effective –  
and efficient – programs serving those in need. 



 
While we should trim spending where we can  

(and the Pentagon is one place!), many program cuts  
being considered would seriously hurt many Americans,  

especially the most vulnerable, and actually endanger the  
economic recovery. The focus should be on jobs, not  

cuts to programs like Medicare, Medicaid, Social  
Security, and vital safety net programs. 

 

The U.S. is at a critical moment.  Our friends  
and members of our congregations probably need  

encouragement to set aside all the reasons to want to 
just “zone out” on these issues.  We can support  

and inspire one another as we each contact  
our elected officials and share our sense  

of where their focus should be:  
  

new opportunities for  
peacemaking... justice 
for the needy... jobs... 

 


